
 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
 
 
On September 20,2023,at the Medinah Shriners 550 N. Shriners Dr. Addison, Illinois , 
at 11:30 am for sign in, and lunch and 1 Hour of Continuing Education all for $20.00. 
 
ASSE Illinois Chapter President Gary W. Howard will instruct a class on Illinois 
Accessibility Code. This class is with the Illinois Plumbing Inspectors Association 

Please contact Robert Kogut at    rkogut.ipiassoc@gmail.com for 

attendance . 
  

 Don’t wait till the last minute to get your CEU’s. Before you know, it may 
be too late. 

President: Gary W. Howard                                       Recording Secretary: VACANT 
1st. V.P. Patrick Flader                                                                                    Sergeant-At-Arms: Vacant 
2nd. V.P. Joseph Sowa                                                                                     Ex-Officio: Denis Riordan 
Treasurer: Michael Scherer 
Secretary: VACANT 
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Vince England 
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2023 ASSE International 
Annual Meeting 

San Antonio, Texas 
 
                  September 24 – 27, 2023 
 Join us Sept. 24 – 27in San Antonio, TX at the 2023 ASSE International Annual 

Meeting for four days of education, input, networking, idea sharing, advice, and 
camaraderie. At the ASSE International Annual Meeting, experts from all segments 
of the industry gather to participate in meetings, attend educational seminars, 
applaud member achievements, and reconnect with colleagues and friends. This 
year’s Annual Meeting is co-located with providing ASSE Members with even more 
opportunities to learn, network, and have some fun. 
 
                                IAPMO/ASSE MEMBERSHIP WILL NEVER FORGET 9-11-11 

                   
 
 



  SEPTEMBER 1, 2023                                                                                    FIRST POSTING 

 
      To the Membership of the American Society of Sanitary Engineering Illinois Chapter, 
 
  I am writing to the membership today due to lack of attendance and participation in meetings and 
votes for certain Board Members and Officers of ASSE Illinois Chapter who have missed several Board 
meetings called by President Gary W. Howard. Members have not responded via email for over 12 
consecutive months. 
  The Board/Committees has been able to achieve a quorum at these meetings in order to conduct 
necessary business 
 To the following members you may have several options for how to proceed.  

1. Cristina Barillas           2. Kevin Phipps           3. Randy Olsen      4. Don Yurkovich 
5.   Jones Richmond          6. Ron Hackiewicz      7. Mike Ponx          8. Ciro Gaimari 
9.   Robert Ferrell              10 Michael McGaughan 

These are:  
 

 Resign- this can be done with a simple email message to ilchapterasse@gmail.com 

 Respond and make a case for why you have been absent and how you will be able to actively 
participate in the future. 
 
If you don’t do any of the options by November 30, 2023 I will request that the Executive 
Committee of ASSE Illinois Chapter act at the December 2023 Board Meeting to remove you 
from the Board or as an Officer.  
 Leaving you position as a Board Member or as an Officer does not mean that you are unable 
to participate further. You can attend any meeting as a guest, you will have to inform the 
President via email ilchapterasse@gmail.com 
  I appreciate your past service but I think all can understand that in order for the committees 
to function. I must act to remove inactive members. I look forward to your decision.  
 
 
The Committee has appointed; Kevin Sherlock to become 2nd. Vice President When Joe Sowa is 
sworn in as President of the ASSE Illinois Chapter. 
 
The Committee has appointed Denis Riordan as Sergeant-At-Arms 
 
Yours Truly, 
 
Chair Gary W. Howard 

 

mailto:ilchapterasse@gmail.com
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  Shocking New Tap Water Pollution 

Revelation And Experts’ Solutions 
Jamie Gold 
Contributor 

I write about wellness design, home and housing trends. 

“Nearly half of U.S. tap water has PFAs: Here’s Why ‘Forever Chemicals’ Are 
Dangerous,” read the July 6, 2023 Forbes.com headline from breaking news staff 
writer Molly Bohannon’s article. If headlines could shout, this one would surely 
assault eardrums around the country. Bohannon covers the many known serious 
health risks in her article and the fact that concerns about these chemicals, found in 
a wide range of everyday products as well as in soil and water, are decades old. The 
fact that they’ve so extensively penetrated our water supply is seriously worrisome. 
“The scope of the contamination is shocking,” declared Eric Yeggy, technical affairs 
director for the Water Quality Association, a trade organization representing the 
water treatment industry. “Having been broadly used and unregulated for decades, 
PFAS have found their way into every corner of the world, including very remote 
places like the North Pole, the Tibetan Plateau, Antarctica, and base camp at Mount 
Everest. Virtually every human that has been tested has been found to have a cocktail 
of various PFAS in their blood,” he added. How do you know if the water coming into 
your home is safe, and what can you do about it if it’s not? I sent questions to experts 
in this area, including Yeggy, and am passing along their written responses, edited 
only for length and clarity, where needed.  

 

Background  
Tina Donda, vice president of water systems with the International Association of 
Plumbing & Mechanical Officials R&T product testing service, noted that these 
compounds are known as “forever chemicals” because they can last for thousands of 
years and are impossible to breakdown with currently available technology. “When 
products containing PFAS are disposed of or spilled into lakes and rivers, they have 
the potential to contaminate the water. Since these chemicals cannot be 
decomposed, they live there forever,” hence the moniker. (Note, some experts use 
PFAS, others PFAs.) Originally invented in the 1930s, these compounds show up in 
hundreds of consumer products today, and in firefighting foams and industrial 
processes.  

“In March 2023, the US EPA proposed legally enforceable levels for six PFAS in 
drinking water that would require monitoring of public water supplies,” Donda 
commented. She further noted, “The USGS report [citing 45% presence] found more 
risk of PFAS in the drinking water in urban regions, but it comes with a big caveat 
that data is lacking for private wells. It is likely that far more people are impacted by 
PFAS in their drinking water.” 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiegold/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollybohannon/2023/07/06/nearly-half-of-us-tap-water-has-pfas-heres-why-forever-chemicals-are-dangerous/
http://wqa.org/
https://www.iapmo.org/
https://www.iapmo.org/
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/key-epa-actions-address-pfas


  

Health concerns with these compounds were recognized in the late 1990s to early 
2000s, added David Purkiss, vice president of the water division of NSF (founded in 
1944 as the National Sanitation Foundation). “These compounds are bio accumulative 
(concentrations build up in the body with continued exposure), mobile (spread easily) 
and persistent (do not degrade or are “forever”) in the environment.” Their widespread 
use was increasing the environmental burden and exceeding threshold levels for health 
concern, he added. This drove recent research and focus. 

Testing 

“Home water treatment systems designed to remove PFAS are widely available,” Yeggy 
commented. These include pitcher filters, refrigerator filters, under-counter filters, 
point-of-use reverse osmosis systems, all the way up to whole house systems. 
“Consumers should be aware that not all drinking water treatment systems are 
designed to remove PFAS, and many do not. The best practice is to ensure that a 
system has been independently certified to remove PFAS before making a purchasing 
decision,” he advised. 

“Check with your water utility company to see if they conduct regular testing for PFAS 
or other contaminants,” suggested San Francisco-based plumbing contractor Phil 
Hotarek. “Some utilities test their water supplies for PFAS and may share the results 
with customers upon request.” Not all forever chemicals are the same, he cautioned. 
“Therefore, it's advisable to consult local authorities, health departments, or [your state 
water board] for specific information about contamination in your area. They can 
provide guidance on water testing, mitigation efforts, and any associated health risks.” 

If you don’t want to check yourself, you can hire an expert. Consumers can find a 
certified water treatment professional through a search tool on the WQA site, Yeggy 
said. 

Private Wells 

Since wells were not part of the testing sample used by USGS in reaching its 45% figure, 
(and are not routinely monitored by government agencies, as public water suppliers 
are), it’s unknown how many more households are affected. “For people on private 
wells – 15 million U.S. households, according to the CDC – they are responsible for 
their own testing,” Donda pointed out. “Several states have requirements for well water 
quality,” she noted, and added that some might start requiring forever chemicals 
become part of their testing program. “People may have to contact their water supplier 
to see if they have any information on completed PFAS testing. If not, they will need to 
send their water to a laboratory.” Your county or state health department can direct you 
to local labs for kits and testing, Purkiss offered. 

http://www.nsf.org/
https://www.lutzplumbingsf.com/
https://www.lutzplumbingsf.com/
https://wqa.org/find-certified-professionals/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/private/wells/index.html


  Filtration Solutions 

One piece of good news, Donda shared, is that the technologies that can reduce or 
remove forever chemicals can also remove other contaminants, like lead. “To know for 
sure,” she cautioned, “verify that the product is certified to reduce the specific 
chemical of concern.” IAPMO provides a listing on its site of products that it has 
tested and certified, searchable by chemical acronym, (e.g., PFOA, PFAS). 

“Water treatment devices that use activated carbon, reverse osmosis or ion exchange 
technology can be used to reduce the levels of PFAS compounds in treated water,” 
Purkiss noted, and they’re going to be equally effective for homes on private wells and 
municipal systems. “However,” he cautioned, “it is important to verify that the 
treatment units have been tested and certified by an accredited organization like NSF 
for the removal of PFAS compounds to ensure they meet the standard requirements.” 
Product packaging will show those certification marks, and organizations like IAPMO 
and NSF have online listings to verify those branding claims. NSF’s can be found he 
Purkiss estimated that certified point of use filtration devices to treat the water 
coming out of your faucets will cost from $100 to several hundred dollars. “If you 
want to treat all the water in your house, you will need a point-of-entry device. 
However currently there are not many point-of-entry devices certified.” The important 
thing with all of these treatment devices is to replace them according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions, he advised. 

Hotarek recommends whole house filtration systems as the best option to his 
Northern California clients, but cost sometimes limits them to point-of-use products, 
he noted. “Most whole house filters last between eight and 10 years (pending usage) 
and require no maintenance until the filter expires.” 

When choosing a resource, the plumber suggested that you understand the 
installation process and requirements. “Consider factors such as available space, 
location of the filter, size of the pipe, and plumbing configuration. Ensure that the 
system can be properly installed in the home without significant modifications.” 

re and WQA’s here. (Look for perfluoroalkyl substances reduction on the NSF site.) 

Household Impacts 

What if yours is one of the 45% of homes that has been impacted by forever 
chemicals? While your family’s health is the primary concern, there are other 
potential effects on your household, Hotarek cautioned. “Significant damage can be 
caused to appliances. Internal parts will fail sooner, systems will have a shorter 
lifespan and performance is decreased.” The same is true for water heaters, the 
plumber warned. If you’re not concerned about those possibilities, point of use filters 
at your kitchen and bathroom sinks and refrigerator can work.  

https://pld.iapmo.org/
https://pld.iapmo.org/
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://www.nsf.org/certified-products-systems
https://wqa.org/find-products/


  

 (Don’t forget the faucets in your bathrooms where you take medicines, vitamins, brush 
and floss your teeth!) WQA’s Yeggy observed that only a tiny percent of a home’s water 
use is for cooking and drinking. More than 98% is for irrigation, toilets, laundry, 
dishwashing and other applications, he commented. 
 

Wellness Disruptor 

Many Americans are adding wellness features to their homes in the form of steam 
showers and bidet-style toilets. These too are impacted by the presence of forever 
chemicals, Hotarek observed. Steam showers’ heating elements fail faster and the steam 
quality is poor, the plumber pointed out. “Not to mention, it is simply not healthy to 
inhale those chemicals while sitting in a steam room. Better water quality not only 
enhances the quality of the steam experience, but prolongs the life of the system and 
reduces the frequency of service calls.” When it comes to bidet functionality, their 
components are also affected by poor water quality and impacted valves can start leaking. 
On a hygienic level, introducing those chemicals to your intimate cleansing ritual isn’t 
ideal either. 

Smart Home Technology 

When it comes to whole house filtration, tying into a wellness-focused smart home 
technology system is a viable option, and forever chemical filtration is an increasing 
client priority, one of the category’s leaders observed. “As early as 2018, we started 
tracking PFAS,” recalled Kelly Eager, an architect and wellness design team leader 
for Delos. “We became more focused on evaluating and curating our offering of water 
filtration technologies that can address forever chemicals in mid-2022.” The wellness 
technology firm’s products are NSF-certified, Eager reported. “Depending on the 
requirements of the home, the residents, and the plumbing design, these water solutions 
can treat 100% of the water in the home (e.g., hot and cold water for all fixtures),” she 
added. The company also offers point of use filtration products. 

Last Words 

“Water is life,” Hotarek summarized. “Think about all the essentials in life that require 
water: cooking, cleaning, appliances, drinking, bathing, etc.” Keeping your water supply 
safer and healthier can reap health and household dividends. 

http://delos.com/


 
 



 



 

  



 
  

In the spirit of friendship and cooperation, the Illinois Chapter of the American 
Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) and the Plumbing Contractors Association 
of Greater Chicago (PCA) are both proud to represent and serve the skilled and 
dedicated professionals in our industry. To make up for a few advertisements 
that were missed in recent issues due to an unintentional oversight, our ASSE 
Chapter is pleased to run this expanded version of the PCA’s ad.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                         PCA of Greater Chicago 
Advocacy and support you can count on. 

 

The Plumbing Contractors Association (PCA) represents and serves UA Local 130 signatory 
plumbing contractors in Chicago and Northern Illinois (17 counties) with quality resources, 
education, advocacy, safety, networking, and much more – led by a dedicated volunteer 
contractor board and a full-time staff. 
 

The PCA (and Plumbing Council) provides our members with an array of practical services and 
benefits, so contractors can focus on best serving their customers. Since 1882, the PCA has shown 
that “none of us is as strong as all of us.” As the only local plumbing contractors’ association 
affiliated with and active in the National and State PHCC; MCAA; IMSCA; CISCO; and UAC, the PCA 
is a united voice for our industry. 
 

Contactors and consumers (for “Find a Plumber” referrals) may visit: www.pcaofchicago.com; 
phone 312-563-9526; or email: sj@pcaofchicago.com. PCA: 603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers  
Grove IL 60515 
  

 

 

http://www.pcaofchicago.com/
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com


 
 

 
  

If any member wishes to have 
anything published in the 
newsletter please forward it to 
me ilchapterasse@gmail.com 
with exception of an ad, if you 
wish to have an ad please 
contact Joe Sowa 
at  retaw130@aol.com.   
 
We would be happy to print 
your story in our newsletter, 
whether it be about your 
Military, family member 
attending college, 
anniversary, 
accomplishments, projects 
you are or have worked on, 
etc. pictures are always 
welcome.  
 

Brian Mazzocchi, CPMR 
President 
brian@repcoassociates.com 
C: 847-830-4425m 
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The PCA Greater Chicago represents and pro-                
motes UA Local 130 signatory plumbing cont- 
ractor in Northern IL. (17 counties) with top 
quality service, education, advocacy, safety 
and peer to peer networking second to none.  
The PCA is the only local plumbing contractor 
association affiliated with the MCAA, PHCC, 
CISCO, & IMSCA. To find and hire one of our 
reputable contractors for 24 hr. emergency 
 service or for residential, commercial, muni- 
cipal and industrial jobs, call 1-800-76-VALVE 
or visit pcaofgreaterchicago.org or plumbing 
council.org 603 Roger St.  Ste. 2 Downers  
Grove IL 60515  312-503-9526 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



                                                                                        

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
    



 

 
 
 

 



 

 


