
January 17, 2011

Greetings to All,
I would like to introduce myself as your
new President for the Northern Ohio
Chapter of ASSE for the term 2011 - 2010. 

My name is Jason Shank, and I am the
current Training Director for The
Plumbers Union - Local 55 in Cleveland
Ohio. I am truly honored to be elected as
President of this Northern Ohio Chapter
of ASSE. 

I have a deep respect for all the hard work and dedication that this
chapter’s members, past and present, have given over the years to the
furtherance of the ASSE motto “Prevention Rather than Cure.”  With
these thoughts in my mind, your experience and support I know we can
advance the plumbing industry in this area and nationally even farther.

As your incoming president, one of my goals for this year is to increase
our chapter’s membership, attendance at our meetings, and the active
participation of the current membership. I realize that many of us wear
many hats in our lives, but we are all part of the plumbing industry in
some fashion. The connections, contacts and information gained by
attending these monthly Chapter meetings are invaluable to anyone’s
professional life. 

At the February 9th, 2011 Chapter meeting the topic will be: ”What is
ASSE all about and how does it help our industry.” I strongly 
encourage all of you to attend and to invite a friend and/or colleague
to this meeting.

Thank you and I will see you there on Wednesday, February 9th.

Jason Shank
President of the Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE

Jason Shank
President Of the Northern Ohio 

Chapter of ASSE
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“CONNEX-IT” 
A Message from your Northern Ohio President . . .

The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE  

NORTHERN OHIO
CHAPTER  ASSE/ASPE
SCHEDULE OF JOINT
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
*January 12, 2011
Storm Water Mgt. Systems
Craig Cawrse
Cawrse & Associates
*Prior to Training Session      
Installation of 2011-2012
NOH ASSE Officers

February 9, 2011
What is ASSE all about and
how does it help our Industry
NOH Chapter Officers

March 1, 2011
NOH Chapter/Local 55 JATC
Apprentice Contest
UA Local 55 JATC School
l Joint meetings with ASPE are 

held at Harry’s Steak House, 
5654 Brecksville Road 
(Route 21), in Independence, 
just north of Rockside Road 
and I-77. 

l Each Training Session starts 
with a Product Show at 
5:00 PM.  NOH Chapter 
Board Meetings convene at 
5:00 PM also, and dinner 
follows at 6:00 PM.   

l Each Training Session/Joint 
Meeting and dinner will cost 
$24.00 per person (subject to 
change) payable at the door.

l Attendance at these State 
Certified Training Sessions  
will earn you Continuing 
Education Units (CEU’s) for 
each session attended. 



“CONNEX-IT” 
PRESIDENT:
Mr. Jason Shank
Plumbers Local 55/UA
980 Keynote Circle
Brooklyn Hts., Ohio 44131
(216) 459-2900 
E-mail: jshank@plumber55.com

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT:
Mr. Dan Sugrue
EPS Supply Co.
5604 Storer Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44102
(216) 961-1400
E-mail: epssupply@aol.com

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT:
Mr. Joe Hallman 
All-City Backflow Prevention
(216) 581-3576
E-mail: joe@backflowjoe.com

THIRD VICE PRESIDENT:
Mr. Robert D. Tesar – FASSE
(Region 8  Director-At-Large)
6973 Carol Drive
Independence, Ohio 44131
(216) 524-6541
Cell: (440) 669-7254 
E-mail: nohprez44131@aol.com

SECRETARY/TREASURER:
Mr. Terrill L. Tahsler 
(Retired- Cleveland Plbg Supply)
5302 Albertly Ave.
Parma, Ohio 44129
Cell: (216) 509-5235 
E-mail: terryjeri@cox.net

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

• Kenneth J. Kerr, IPP/FASSE –
Kerr Marketing Agency

• Edward J. Lyczko, IPP/FASSE 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
(Region 6 Director)

• Richard Prospal IPP/FASSE
Prospal Consulting Services

• Patrick Sugrue IPP/FASSE  
EPS Supply - Retired
Immediate Past President

• Thomas Wanner – Cleveland 
Plumbing Industry Fund
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JANUARY 12, 2011 BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S  REPORT
• The NOH Chapter of ASSE Board Meeting this month was
attended by Pat Sugrue, Jason Shank, Joe Hallman, Rich
Prospal, Terry Tahsler, Dan Sugrue and Bob Tesar.  A formal
Board Meeting was held before the start of the Dinner.  The
inclement weather (14” of snowfall) didn’t affect the attendance
for this meeting and members were able to negotiate the snow
covered roads. The NOH Chapter accounted for 24 of the 45
ASSE/ASPE members and guests gathered for the installation of
new Officers for the 2011-2012 term.

• Bob Tesar reported that he will send out an e-mail in a few
weeks to cover the assignments and agenda for the upcoming
meeting presentation to the joint gathering of the Cleveland
Chapter of ASPE / NOH Chapter of ASSE on February 9, 2011.
Final Plans were formalized for the upcoming joint meeting of
ASSE/ASPE, for the NOH Chapter to present the topic of the
meeting “What is ASSE all about and how does it help our industry?” 

• Jason Shank reported that he is preparing the testing materials
for the Annual Apprentice Contest to be held on March 1, 2011 at
the UA Local 55 JATC Training Center.  Volunteers from the NOH
Chapter will be needed to proctor and grade test papers.  The
Apprentices will be served Pop & Pizza at 5:00 PM prior to the
testing.  Let Jason Shank know if you can help out with the 
proctoring or grading of the tests.

• Rich Prospal presented an invitation from the Michigan
Chapter to their Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet being held
on January 29, 2011 at 6:00 PM at the Shriners Conference
Center in Southfield, MI.  He informed us that Ed & Ruth Lyczko
will attend and Rich said he possibly will go.  Tickets are 
available by visiting their web site at: 
http://www.asse-plumbing.org/chapters/MI-banquet.pdf.

• We have also succeeded in getting Ralph Reeb from the State
of Ohio, to send Jack Soma as guest speaker for the March 2011
meeting in Cleveland to discuss “New Products, Approve or
Disapprove.”  

• Also we have acquired a commitment for the May 2011 meeting
from Mr. Rand Ackroyd, IPP from ASSE, a member of PDI who
runs his own consulting business. He will talk on the topic of
“Grease Interceptors and Traps,” their benefits and pitfalls.
Rand is an industry expert in the field and also a Past President
of the International ASSE.  

mailto:jshank@plumber55.com
mailto:epssupply@aol.com
mailto:joe@backflowjoe.com
mailto:nohprez44131@aol.com
mailto:terryjeri@cox.net
http://www.asse-plumbing.org/chapters/MI-banquet.pdf
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Check out the NOH Website at http://www.asse-plumbing.org/Chapters/region06_noh.html
Additional details and Training aids are available at the site.

Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter
JANUARY 12, 2011

Installation of New NOH Chapter Officers for 2011 -2012
Harry’s Steak House - Independence, OH

ASSE - ASPE - ASSE - ASPE - ASSE - ASPE - ASSE - ASPE - ASSE - ASPE - ASSE - ASPE
ASSE ASPE

International Past President Pat Sugrue swears in the new Offficers of the Northern Ohio Chapter at
their regular monthly meeting with ASPE at Harry’s Steak House in Independence, OH.

Pictured from left to right: Pat Sugrue (installer), Rich Prospal, Dan Sugrue (first VP), Tom Wanner,
Terry Tahsler (Treasurer), Bob Tesar (3rd VP), Joe Hallman (2nd VP), and Jason Shank (President).
Not available for this photo were Ed Lyczko and Ken Kerr.

Congratulations to this very active Board of Directors! 

http://www.asse-plumbing.org/Chapters/region06_noh.html


NOH Chapter of ASSE / Cleveland Chapter of ASPE
January 12, 2011

Joint Training Session/Meeting

On January 12, 2011, about 45 members and guest of the NOH Chapter and the Cleveland
Chapter of ASPE met for a dinner and training session on the topic of “Storm Water
Management Systems,” presented by Mr. Craig Cawrse, CEO of Cawrse & Associates, from
Chagrin Falls, OH. 

Craig Cawrse is a Landscape Architect, who does Landscape Planning that utilizes
Sustainable components that are friendly to the environment, using Permeable Pavement,
Rain Gardens, Bio-Swales, and Bio-Retention Basins. 

He presented a Power Point of his recently designed and built new Headquarters Building in
Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Utilizing the above mentioned techniques he was awarded the “2007
Smart Growth Association Award.”   His Project Goals for the new building site were to: 
1. Reduce storm water runoff from new construction.
2. Design an office site that would protect and embellish the property by utilizing a detailed 

storm water management system while conserving the surrounding vegetation and 
open space.

3. Assure water quality.
4. Reduce runoff.
5. Stream preservation. 
Everyone was fascinated by this dynamic presentation

Mr. Cawrse’s presentation “Storm Water Management Systems” is on the NOH web site:
www.asse-plumbing.org/chapters/region06_noh.html, under the archived Presentations.

Thank you Craig, for a very interesting and informative program! 

Check out the NOH Website at http://www.asse-plumbing.org/Chapters/region06_noh.html
Additional details and Training aids are available at the site.

Craig Cawrse, FASLA - CEO
Cawrse & Associates, Inc.- Landscape Architect 

Chagrin Falls, Ohio   

Check out the NOH Website at http://www.asse-plumbing.org/Chapters/region06_noh.html
Additional details and Training aids are available at the site.

http://www.asse-plumbing.org/chapters/region06_noh.html
http://www.asse-plumbing.org/Chapters/region06_noh.html
http://www.asse-plumbing.org/Chapters/region06_noh.html


Additional Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter 
January 2011

• January 12, 2011* -  Storm Water Management Systems
Craig Cawrse - Cawrse & Assoc.

*Installation of 2011-2012 NOH Chapter Officers

• February 9, 2011 -  What is ASSE all about and how does it help our industry          
NOH ASSE Chapter Officers

• March 1, 2011 - NOH ASSE/UA Local 55 JATC Apprentice Contest
980 Keystone Circle - Brooklyn Hts., Ohio

• March 9, 2011 - New Products -Approve or Disapprove
Jack Soma - State of Ohio Plumbing Inspector

April 13, 2011 - Design of Special Waste Piping Systems
Paul Gavin

May 12, 2011 -  Grease Traps and Interceptors
Rand Ackroyd -PDI - ASSE IPP



Additional Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter 
January 2011

FOR RELEASE: October, 2010
CONTACT: Richard J. Prospal, ASSE Scald Awareness Task Group Chairman

440.835.3040, RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org

ASSE Releases a White Paper to Address 
Scald Hazards Associated with Low-Flow Showerheads

Westlake, Ohio, October 1, 2010 — The American Society of Sanitary Engineering has released a white
paper intended to bring attention to safety hazards associated with low-flow showerheads when used in 
conjunction with non-automatic compensating type shower valves. “Scald Hazards Associated with Low-Flow
Showerheads: A White Paper” was developed by the American Society of Sanitary Engineering Scald
Awareness Task Group; a group comprised of 24 individual professionals who have dedicated their time and
expertise to this potentially lifesaving awareness effort.

In recent years, there have been various water conservation programs promoting the use of water saving
products, such as low-flow showerheads. Safety and water conservation are both extremely important to
ASSE; however, safety becomes the priority when dealing with the threat of scald-burns and thermal shock
injuries caused by low-flow showerheads used in conjunction with non-automatic compensating type shower
valves. The user of a non-automatic compensating type shower or tub/shower valve could, without warning,
be exposed to extreme variations in water temperatures, either cold or hot, when a low-flow showerhead is
installed in the shower. 

In support of the Society’s motto, “Prevention Rather Than Cure,” this white paper is issued with the goal of
preventing serious scald-related injuries, rather than deal with these injuries after the pain and damage has
already been inflicted. “Scald Hazards Associated with Low-Flow Showerheads: A White Paper” covers the
problems and hazards of using low-flow showerheads with non-automatic compensating type shower valves,
examples of these problems, solutions to these problems, illustrative tables and graphs, statistics, and 
associated definitions.

“Scald Hazards Associated with Low-Flow Showerheads: A White Paper” can be viewed and down-
loaded online at: http://www.asse-plumbing.org/ScaldHazards.pdf 

The American Society of Sanitary Engineering strongly encourages all industry professionals, industry 
associations, members of the media and those with a desire to protect the general public to join ASSE in 
disseminating this white paper and the important safety information it contains.

Richard J. Prospal, Chair of the ASSE Scald Awareness Task Group, is passionate about this project: “I
believe that it’s our duty as plumbing professionals to alert the public of potential scalding hazards - 
especially when these hazards can be so easily avoided.”

“It has been an honor working together with so many people from so many varied interests within the 
plumbing industry,” Prospal said. “Hopefully, our efforts and the message within this paper will get to the right
people: the Moms and Pops of the world, and those who protect our children.” 

For further information, contact Richard J. Prospal, ASSE Scald Awareness Task Group
Chairman, via e-mail at: RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org.

(continued on next page)

mailto:RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org
http://www.asse-plumbing.org/ScaldHazards.pdf
mailto:RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org


Additional Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter 
January 2011

American Society of Sanitary Engineering Scald Awareness Task Group Background

At the ASSE 2009 Annual Meeting, the subject of collaborating with industry professionals in
order to make the general public more aware of the potential scald issues relating to plumbing
systems was discussed. Soon after, the ASSE Scald Awareness Task Group was formed and 
a call for volunteers was made.

Recognition is given to the 24 individuals that volunteered their time and expertise to this 
project. This group is made up of: 7 manufacturers, 5 engineers, 3 consultants, 2 master
plumbers, 2 members of general interest, 2 industry associations, 1 inspector, 1 test laboratory
and 1 member of labor.

About the American Society of Sanitary Engineering

ASSE is an ANSI Accredited standards developer and professional qualifications body that is
comprised of individual and sustaining members who represent all disciplines of the plumbing
industry. Its mission is to continually improve the performance, reliability and safety of plumbing
systems. ASSE's product performance standards, professional qualifications standards, 
professional certification and product listing programs are developed in the interest of public
health and the Society's motto: "Prevention Rather Than Cure." 
For more information, visit http://www.asse-plumbing.org

The American Society of Sanitary Engineering Information
Address: 901 Canterbury Road, Suite A, Westlake, Ohio 44145-1480
Tel: 440.835.3040
Fax: 440.835.3488
Website: http://www.asse-plumbing.org 

http://www.asse-plumbing.org
http://www.asse-plumbing.org


FOR RELEASE: December, 2010
CONTACT: Richard Prospal, ASSE Scald Awareness Task Group Chairman

440.835.3040, RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org

ASSE Calls for Scald Awareness Task Group Participants
A Task Group to Raise Awareness of Harmful Scalding Issues 

Westlake, Ohio, December 10, 2010 — The American Society of Sanitary Engineering’s Scald
Awareness Task Group is currently seeking new members to participate in the creation of their 
second white paper. This group carries the important purpose of raising awareness about the 
disfiguring and painful problems of scalding caused by improper or inadequate plumbing systems.
The first white paper published by this group dealt with scald hazards associated with low-flow 
showerheads.

For their second white paper, the Scald Awareness Task Group hopes to raise awareness about
issues relating to improper temperature settings for residential water heaters. Currently, there is a
common misconception that the thermostat on residential water heaters should be used to control
the final temperature at the tap or shower. This group hopes to inform the public of scalding issues
and potential Legionella exposure when residential water heater thermostats are not set at the 
proper temperature. 

Through the research and knowledge of its volunteers, the Scald Awareness Task Group intends 
to explain why a water heater’s thermostat should not control final water temperature and what 
happens when this practice is employed. The white paper will also include recommendations on how
to properly control final water temperature.

This task group is currently open to any interested party. All of those interested in participating must
complete an “Application for Committee/Working Group Membership” 
(http://www.asse-plumbing.org/standards/Working Group App.pdf) and submit the completed 
application to Richard J. Prospal, Chairman of the Scald Awareness Task Group, via e-mail at: 
RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org. All applications must be received no later than January 12, 2011. 
The first meeting of this group is scheduled for January 19, 2011 at 2:00pm EST. All meetings will be
conducted via WebEx conference call and will be limited to one hour per session.

Current volunteers of the Scald Awareness Task Group include: Rand Ackroyd, Rand Technical
Consulting; Esteban Cabello, JRED Engineering; Thomas Eberhardy, Bradley Corp.; Ron George, 
Ron George Design & Consulting Services; Steve Gregory, Vernet, Inc.; Bill Hall, Leonard Valve; 
Wayne Harrison, Wayne Harrison Consulting; Steve Hazzard, ASSE Staff Engineer; Tim Kilbane,
Symmons; Carlos Rodriguez, Master Plumber-Balston Spa, NY; and Bob Tesar, ASSE Region 8
Director, ASSE Seal Control Board member.

For more information, contact: Richard J. Prospal, ASSE Scald Awareness Task Group Chairman,
via e-mail at: RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org.

American Society of Sanitary Engineering Information
Address: 901 Canterbury Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145-1480
Tel: 440.835.3040 l Fax: 440.835.3488 l Website: http://www.asse-plumbing.org

Additional Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter 
January 2011

mailto:RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org
http://www.asse-plumbing.org/standards/Working
mailto:RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org
mailto:RJProspal@asse-plumbing.org
http://www.asse-plumbing.org


Notice! Memberships Available - Please Read Carefully:
The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE is seeking new candidates for membership in the
Chapter.
If interested, please request an application from any member of the Chapter.

Qualifications are as follow:
1.) Candidate must be a qualified member of some phase of the Plumbing Industry 

(Plumber-Contractor-Inspector-Plumbing Design Engineer-Manufacturer- Journeyman-
Apprentice-Manufacturer’s Representative) or any other interested parties who believe in 
our motto “Prevention Rather Than Cure”

2.) Must be willing to actively participate in Chapter functions, organizational duties, and 
assignments given them by the Chapter or International ASSE.

3.) Must be willing to give freely of their talents to promote the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering and its principles.

Applications are available from any Officer listed in the Directory within this “Connex-It” Newsletter or from 
the International Office of ASSE - 901 Canterbury Rd., Westlake, Ohio 44145-1480, Attn: Elaine Mathieson, 

Membership Coordinator, or e-mail to elaine@asse-plumbing.org

Advertisers and Sponsors of the 
Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE

mailto:elaine@asse-plumbing.org








Certified Backflow Device Tests
Sales l Service l Installations
www.backflowjoe.com

Phone:  216-581-3576
Fax:  216-581-2339

Email: Joe@backflowjoe.com  

Joe Hallman - Master Plumber
State Lic. # OH PL29771

All City Backflow Prevention
Plumbing & Fire Protection Services

“Working to protect safe drinking water for all”

http://www.backflowjoe.com
mailto:Joe@backflowjoe.com

