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On September 20,2023,at the Medinah Shriners 550 N. Shriners Dr. Addison, lllinois ,
at 11:30 am for sign in, and lunch and 1 Hour of Continuing Education all for $20.00.

ASSE lllinois Chapter President Gary W. Howard will instruct a class on lllinois
Accessibility Code. This class is with the lllinois Plumbing Inspectors Association

Please contact Robert Kogut at rkogut.ipiassoc@gmail.com for
attendance.

Don’t wait till the last minute to get your CEU’s. Before you know, it may
be too late.


mailto:rkogut.ipiassoc@gmail.com

2023 ASSE International
Annual Meeting

San Antc;{'\io, Texas

September 24 - 27, 2023

Join us Sept. 24 — 27in San Antonio, TX at the 2023 ASSE International Annual
Meeting for four days of education, input, networking, idea sharing, advice, and
camaraderie. At the ASSE International Annual Meeting, experts from all segments
of the industry gather to participate in meetings, attend educational seminars,
applaud member achievements, and reconnect with colleagues and friends. This
year’s Annual Meeting is co-located with providing ASSE Members with even more
opportunities to learn, network, and have some fun.

IAPMO/ASSE MEMBERSHIP WILL NEVER FORGET 9-11-11




SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 FIRST POSTING

To the Membership of the American Society of Sanitary Engineering lllinois Chapter,

I am writing to the membership today due to lack of attendance and participation in meetings and
votes for certain Board Members and Officers of ASSE lllinois Chapter who have missed several Board
meetings called by President Gary W. Howard. Members have not responded via email for over 12
consecutive months.

The Board/Committees has been able to achieve a quorum at these meetings in order to conduct
necessary business
To the following members you may have several options for how to proceed.

1. Cristina Barillas 2. Kevin Phipps 3. Randy Olsen 4. Don Yurkovich
5. Jones Richmond 6. Ron Hackiewicz 7. Mike Ponx 8. Ciro Gaimari
9. Robert Ferrell 10 Michael McGaughan

These are:

e Resign- this can be done with a simple email message to ilchapterasse@gmail.com
e Respond and make a case for why you have been absent and how you will be able to actively
participate in the future.

If you don’t do any of the options by November 30, 2023 | will request that the Executive
Committee of ASSE lllinois Chapter act at the December 2023 Board Meeting to remove you
from the Board or as an Officer.

Leaving you position as a Board Member or as an Officer does not mean that you are unable
to participate further. You can attend any meeting as a guest, you will have to inform the
President via email ilchapterasse@gmail.com

| appreciate your past service but | think all can understand that in order for the committees
to function. | must act to remove inactive members. | look forward to your decision.

The Committee has appointed; Kevin Sherlock to become 2", Vice President When Joe Sowa is
sworn in as President of the ASSE lllinois Chapter.

The Committee has appointed Denis Riordan as Sergeant-At-Arms
Yours Truly,

Chair Gary W. Howard


mailto:ilchapterasse@gmail.com
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Shocking New Tap Water Pollution
Revelation And Experts’ Solutions

Jamie Gold
Contributor

I write about wellness design, home and housing trends.

“Nearly half of U.S. tap water has PFAs: Here’s Why ‘Forever Chemicals’ Are
Dangerous,” read the July 6, 2023 Forbes.com headline from breaking news staff
writer Molly Bohannon’s article. If headlines could shout, this one would surely
assault eardrums around the country. Bohannon covers the many known serious
health risks in her article and the fact that concerns about these chemicals, found in
a wide range of everyday products as well as in soil and water, are decades old. The
fact that they’ve so extensively penetrated our water supply is seriously worrisome.
“The scope of the contamination is shocking,” declared Eric Yeggy, technical affairs
director for the Water Quality Association, a trade organization representing the
water treatment industry. “Having been broadly used and unregulated for decades,
PFAS have found their way into every corner of the world, including very remote
places like the North Pole, the Tibetan Plateau, Antarctica, and base camp at Mount
Everest. Virtually every human that has been tested has been found to have a cocktail
of various PFAS in their blood,” he added. How do you know if the water coming into
your home is safe, and what can you do about it if it’s not? I sent questions to experts
in this area, including Yeggy, and am passing along their written responses, edited
only for length and clarity, where needed.

Background

Tina Donda, vice president of water systems with the International Association of
Plumbing & Mechanical Officials R&T product testing service, noted that these
compounds are known as “forever chemicals” because they can last for thousands of
years and are impossible to breakdown with currently available technology. “When
products containing PFAS are disposed of or spilled into lakes and rivers, they have
the potential to contaminate the water. Since these chemicals cannot be
decomposed, they live there forever,” hence the moniker. (Note, some experts use
PFAS, others PFAs.) Originally invented in the 1930s, these compounds show up in
hundreds of consumer products today, and in firefighting foams and industrial
processes.

“In March 2023, the US EPA proposed legally enforceable levels for six PFAS in
drinking water that would require monitoring of public water supplies,” Donda
commented. She further noted, “The USGS report [citing 45% presence] found more
risk of PFAS in the drinking water in urban regions, but it comes with a big caveat
that data is lacking for private wells. It is likely that far more people are impacted by
PFAS in their drinking water.”



https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiegold/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollybohannon/2023/07/06/nearly-half-of-us-tap-water-has-pfas-heres-why-forever-chemicals-are-dangerous/
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https://www.epa.gov/pfas/key-epa-actions-address-pfas

Health concerns with these compounds were recognized in the late 1990s to early
2000s, added David Purkiss, vice president of the water division of NSF (founded in
1944 as the National Sanitation Foundation). “These compounds are bio accumulative
(concentrations build up in the body with continued exposure), mobile (spread easily)
and persistent (do not degrade or are “forever”) in the environment.” Their widespread
use was increasing the environmental burden and exceeding threshold levels for health
concern, he added. This drove recent research and focus.

Testing

“Home water treatment systems designed to remove PFAS are widely available,” Yeggy
commented. These include pitcher filters, refrigerator filters, under-counter filters,
point-of-use reverse osmosis systems, all the way up to whole house systems.
“Consumers should be aware that not all drinking water treatment systems are
designed to remove PFAS, and many do not. The best practice is to ensure that a
system has been independently certified to remove PFAS before making a purchasing
decision,” he advised.

“Check with your water utility company to see if they conduct regular testing for PFAS
or other contaminants,” suggested San Francisco-based plumbing contractor Phil
Hotarek. “Some utilities test their water supplies for PFAS and may share the results
with customers upon request.” Not all forever chemicals are the same, he cautioned.
“Therefore, it's advisable to consult local authorities, health departments, or [your state
water board] for specific information about contamination in your area. They can
provide guidance on water testing, mitigation efforts, and any associated health risks.”

If you don’t want to check yourself, you can hire an expert. Consumers can find a
certified water treatment professional through a search tool on the WQA site, Yeggy
said.

Private Wells

Since wells were not part of the testing sample used by USGS in reaching its 45% figure,
(and are not routinely monitored by government agencies, as public water suppliers
are), it’s unknown how many more households are affected. “For people on private
wells — 15 million U.S. households, according to the CDC — they are responsible for
their own testing,” Donda pointed out. “Several states have requirements for well water
quality,” she noted, and added that some might start requiring forever chemicals
become part of their testing program. “People may have to contact their water supplier
to see if they have any information on completed PFAS testing. If not, they will need to
send their water to a laboratory.” Your county or state health department can direct you
to local labs for kits and testing, Purkiss offered.


http://www.nsf.org/
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Filtration Solutions

One piece of good news, Donda shared, is that the technologies that can reduce or
remove forever chemicals can also remove other contaminants, like lead. “To know for
sure,” she cautioned, “verify that the product is certified to reduce the specific
chemical of concern.” IAPMO provides a listing on its site of products that it has
tested and certified, searchable by chemical acronym, (e.g., PFOA, PFAS).

“Water treatment devices that use activated carbon, reverse osmosis or ion exchange
technology can be used to reduce the levels of PFAS compounds in treated water,”
Purkiss noted, and they’re going to be equally effective for homes on private wells and
municipal systems. “However,” he cautioned, “it is important to verify that the
treatment units have been tested and certified by an accredited organization like NSF
for the removal of PFAS compounds to ensure they meet the standard requirements.”
Product packaging will show those certification marks, and organizations like IAPMO
and NSF have online listings to verify those branding claims. NSF’s can be found he
Purkiss estimated that certified point of use filtration devices to treat the water
coming out of your faucets will cost from $100 to several hundred dollars. “If you
want to treat all the water in your house, you will need a point-of-entry device.
However currently there are not many point-of-entry devices certified.” The important
thing with all of these treatment devices is to replace them according to the
manufacturer’s instructions, he advised.

Hotarek recommends whole house filtration systems as the best option to his
Northern California clients, but cost sometimes limits them to point-of-use products,
he noted. “Most whole house filters last between eight and 10 years (pending usage)
and require no maintenance until the filter expires.”

When choosing a resource, the plumber suggested that you understand the
installation process and requirements. “Consider factors such as available space,
location of the filter, size of the pipe, and plumbing configuration. Ensure that the
system can be properly installed in the home without significant modifications.”

re and WQA'’s here. (Look for perfluoroalkyl substances reduction on the NSF site.)

Household Impacts

What if yours is one of the 45% of homes that has been impacted by forever
chemicals? While your family’s health is the primary concern, there are other
potential effects on your household, Hotarek cautioned. “Significant damage can be
caused to appliances. Internal parts will fail sooner, systems will have a shorter
lifespan and performance is decreased.” The same is true for water heaters, the
plumber warned. If you're not concerned about those possibilities, point of use filters
at your kitchen and bathroom sinks and refrigerator can work.
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(Don’t forget the faucets in your bathrooms where you take medicines, vitamins, brush
and floss your teeth!) WQA’s Yeggy observed that only a tiny percent of a home’s water
use is for cooking and drinking. More than 98% is for irrigation, toilets, laundry,
dishwashing and other applications, he commented.

Wellness Disruptor

Many Americans are adding wellness features to their homes in the form of steam
showers and bidet-style toilets. These too are impacted by the presence of forever
chemicals, Hotarek observed. Steam showers’ heating elements fail faster and the steam
quality is poor, the plumber pointed out. “Not to mention, it is simply not healthy to
inhale those chemicals while sitting in a steam room. Better water quality not only
enhances the quality of the steam experience, but prolongs the life of the system and
reduces the frequency of service calls.” When it comes to bidet functionality, their
components are also affected by poor water quality and impacted valves can start leaking.
On a hygienic level, introducing those chemicals to your intimate cleansing ritual isn’t
ideal either.

Smart Home Technology

When it comes to whole house filtration, tying into a wellness-focused smart home
technology system is a viable option, and forever chemical filtration is an increasing
client priority, one of the category’s leaders observed. “As early as 2018, we started
tracking PFAS,” recalled Kelly Eager, an architect and wellness design team leader

for Delos. “We became more focused on evaluating and curating our offering of water
filtration technologies that can address forever chemicals in mid-2022.” The wellness
technology firm’s products are NSF-certified, Eager reported. “Depending on the
requirements of the home, the residents, and the plumbing design, these water solutions
can treat 100% of the water in the home (e.g., hot and cold water for all fixtures),” she
added. The company also offers point of use filtration products.

Last Words

“Water is life,” Hotarek summarized. “Think about all the essentials in life that require
water: cooking, cleaning, appliances, drinking, bathing, etc.” Keeping your water supply
safer and healthier can reap health and household dividends.
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WALL UNITS

Designed to be our commercial “workhorses,"” our wall hung
units are ideal for highly variable applications using potable
hot water. Each is engineered with minimal components to
maximize durability.

NEW LINE
ANNOUNCEMENT

DROP IN READY

When space and cost
. : i are important deciding
Intellinot
count on our Neuron
Series units for
superior performance

NOW AVA' I.ABLE and reliability. Ideal for

commercial

FROM A applications, our

tankless water

DlSTRlBUTOR heaters provide 94%

thermal efficiency and

N EAR YOU ! _ are constructed for

FLOOR-STANDING UNITS

Our iQ Series floor-standing units deliver the highest capacity in the industry — up to 3 million BTUs — with no storage
tanks required. Designed for very large volume, commercial applications, these highinput units slash capital costs by up
to 50%, and decrease operational costs by up to 40%, when compared to traditional tank-type systems.
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Plumbing Products

MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVES
7050 N. LEHIGH AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60646

PHONE (773) 774-2800/FAX (773) 763-6534
E-mail: sales@bornquist.com

Website: www.bornquist.com
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“Peterson Equipment

Pressure Boosters, Recirculation,
Pumps, Heat Exchangers, Balancing
Valves, Wastewater Pumps & Tanks

Plate & Frame, Boiler, Steam Indirect
Domestic Water Heaters and ASME
Tanks

Sump Pumps, Sewage Ejectors, Grinder
Pumps, Chopper Pumps, and Packages

Condensing Gas, Electric and Steam
Commercial Domestic Water Heaters
and ASME Storage Tanks

Hydro-Pneumatic and Thermal
Expansion Tanks

Pressure Reducing Valves, Blending
Valves and Float Valves

Acid Drainline Systems & Acid Dilution
Basins

Indirect Domestic Water Heaters
With Storage Tanks

Commercial and Residential Evacuated
Tube & Flat Plate Solar Collectors,
Controls, and Accessories

Float Switches, Control Panels and
Constant Pressure Controls

Pete’s Plug®
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WATER TECHNOLOGY
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AERCO

Metraflex
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AK INDUSTRIES, INC,
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Stainless Steel Pumps,
Wastewater Pumps and Controls

Condensing Gas, Instantaneous
Water Heaters, Indirect Steam &
Boiler Domestic Water Heaters

Flexible Hose Pump Connectors,
Expansion Compensators, wall
Penetration Seals

Commercial Domestic Water

Heaters

Water Heaters, Heat Pump Water
Heaters, Packaged Products

Leak Detection Monitoring
Systems

Domestic Hot Water
Thermostatic Mixing Valves

Pressure Booster Systems

Fiberglass Basins, Covers, and
Triple Basins

Thermometers & Gauges
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Your Plumbing Connection

2 ;PLU//BERS9IE

Licensed
* plumbing
= professionals
serving all of
Chicagoland

Licensed,

bonded Ready to
A _& insured answer

8 your call

Plumbers911Chicago.com



In the spirit of friendship and cooperation, the Illinois Chapter of the American
Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) and the Plumbing Contractors Association
of Greater Chicago (PCA) are both proud to represent and serve the skilled and
dedicated professionals in our industry. To make up for a few advertisements
that were missed in recent issues due to an unintentional oversight, our ASSE
Chapter is pleased to run this expanded version of the PCA’s ad.

PCA of Greater Chicago
Advocacy and support you can count on.

The Plumbing Contractors Association (PCA) represents and serves UA Local 130 signatory
plumbing contractors in Chicago and Northern lllinois (17 counties) with quality resources,
education, advocacy, safety, networking, and much more — led by a dedicated volunteer
contractor board and a full-time staff.

The PCA (and Plumbing Council) provides our members with an array of practical services and
benefits, so contractors can focus on best serving their customers. Since 1882, the PCA has shown
that “none of us is as strong as all of us.” As the only local plumbing contractors’ association
affiliated with and active in the National and State PHCC; MCAA; IMSCA; CISCO; and UAC, the PCA
is a united voice for our industry.

Contactors and consumers (for “Find a Plumber” referrals) may visit: www.pcaofchicago.com;
phone 312-563-9526; or email: si@pcaofchicago.com. PCA: 603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers
Grove IL 60515
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« Simplifies your hot water
system by eliminating
the need for compensating
system components
required with a mechanical
thermostatic mixing valve

 « Delivers temperature
control within 2 degrees

« Communicates temperature
alerts to most building
automation systems

« An essential component
to a successful water
management program

A AFFILIATED
Armstrong- — STEAM & HOT WATER
Call today: (800) 424-5392
affiliatedsteam.com

armstronginternational.com

0. 630-932-9900

1775 W. Armitage Court
Addison, IL 60101

repcoassociates.com

Brian Mazzocchi, CPMR
President
brian@repcoassociates.com
C. 847-830-4425m

If any member wishes to have
anything published in the
newsletter please forward it to
me ilchapterasse@gmail.com
with exception of an ad, if you
wish to have an ad please
contact Joe Sowa

at retawl30@aol.com.

We would be happy to print
your story in our newsletter,
whether it be about your
Military, family member
attending college,
anniversary,
accomplishments, projects
you are or have worked on,
etc. pictures are always
welcome.

£ IR ENGLAND
MID-CONTINENT (630) 327-1192
(630) 953-1211
vengland@MCMSL.COM
MCMSL.COM

1275 LAKESIDE DR
ROMEOVILLE, IL 60446

Tt
[DR>:5
OUR LINES

A TRUSTED GLOBAL LEADER IN
DIGITAL HOT WATER INNOVATION

& -
The Armstrong Brain

—, 5
1 Today! —
o &7 is the orld’s first digital

(800) )
424-5392

ol within 2

affiliatedsteam.com
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The PCA Greater Chicago represents and pro-
motes UA Local 130 signatory plumbing cont-
ractor in Northern IL. (17 counties) with top
quality service, education, advocacy, safety
and peer to peer networking second to none.
The PCA is the only local plumbing contractor
association affiliated with the MCAA, PHCC,
CISCO, & IMSCA. To find and hire one of our
reputable contractors for 24 hr. emergency
service or for residential, commercial, muni-
cipal and industrial jobs, call 1-800-76-VALVE
or visit pcaofgreaterchicago.org or plumbing
council.org 603 Roger St. Ste. 2 Downers
Grove IL 60515 312-503-9526
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Joe Herkowski
Herkowski Stickler & Associates
3408, Lombard, Addison, L 60101
Office 630.458.8816  Mobile 414.573.4515  Fax 630.438.9015
jeah@hsarap.com  www.hsarap.com
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Copper Development Association Inc.
1660 International Drive, Suite 600
M 102

Marcus Elmer
Tube and Fittings Director

Manufacturers’ Representative - Consultant

D
R.C. Sales & Service, LLC

2476 Wisconsin Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

(&72598-1233
Fax (877) 598-1244

Ronald Carter
Michael Dore
George Pagach

RCSALES@HOTWATER.COM

he first time!!

Michael Ponx
Commercial Sales Manager
mponx@metropolitanind.com

Metropolitan Industries, Inc.

37 Forestwood Drive, Romeoville, lllinois 60446-1343
Phone: (815) 886-9200 Ext: 265 « Outside Nlinois: (800) 323-1665
Fax: (815) 886-6932 « www.metropolitanind.com

ENGINEERING MANUFACTURING SERVICE . gDISTRIBUTION

j HART, TRAVERS
&3 & ASSOCIATES INC.
325 EISENHOWER LANE NORTH LOMBARD, IL 60148

TELEPHONE (630) 261-1166  FAX (630) 261-1818
info@htareps.com www.htareps.com

Representing

Zoeller Pump Company Blanco

Mansfield Plumbing Products AK Industries

Sioux Chief Magic Plastics

Lenox Tools Plastic Trends

Irwin Tools Ohio Electric Controls
Prier Products Ideal Tridon

\_/ctaulnc'

JASON HERBER

Cell: 630/816-0777
Fax. 630/585-7043
Cusl. Serv.. 800742-5842

1207 Bilter Road, Suite 103
Aurora, IL 80502
Email: jnerbar @ victaulic.com

COLUMBIA PIPE & SUPPLY CO.

CP SERVICE SOLUTIONS
Daniel T. Arenberg

Vice President Sales

1120 W. Pershing Road

Chicago, IL 60609

773-843-5817

darenberg @ columbiapipe.com

PIPE @ VALVES e FITTINGS o PLUMBING ¢ HYDRONICS » HVAC




RK 34-975XLC
@ * * O Repair Kit for %”-1" 975XL

Kit Includes: (2) Check Poppet, 1** Check

O =
% % Spring, 2" Check Spring, Relief Valve Spring,

(2) Check Seat, (2) Check Seat O-Ring, Relieve
Valve Seat, Relief Valve Seat O-Ring, Lube °

Backflow Made Easy® @ SHOPBACKFLOW.COM/il

Ames: 7010046 — 2 ’5"-10” Total Relief

Valve Kit for a C/M 400/C500 O

Kit Includes: Complete RV with 36” Hose,
RV O-Ring and Lube

Ames 7010097 — First Check Assembly
2 %”-4” for Ames 2000/3000SS

Kit Includes: 1°* Check Assembly,
O-Ring and Lube

Ames 7010114 —Relief Valve Kit 2 %2” -10” 1
for 4000SS RP and 5000SS RPDA o 2]

ANES
Kit Includes: Complete Relief Valve

Assembly, Relief Valve O-Ring, Lube

Watts: 0794090 — Complete Total Rubber
Kit 4” for 909 RP; *Lead Free* (Previously
0887751)

000

(o B
o Kit Includes: Check Disc, Cover O-Ring, WATER TECHNOLOGIES

Sleeve O-Ring, Piston O-Ring, RV Disc
Assembly, Diaphragm, Piston

Apollo-Conbraco: 40-004-A1 - %”-1” Major
Repair Kit for 40-200 RP

© © O Kit Includes: RV Bushing, RV Stem, Diaphragm
o Plate, (2) Poppet, RV Diaphragm, RV Seat
@ o Disc, (2) Check Seat Disc, Stem O-Ring, (866) 836-8692

RK 4-350
4” 350AST, 4” 375AST

Kit Includes: (2) Check Disc Rubber,
(2) Cover O-Ring, (8) Bolt O-Ring, Lube

@0

Bushing O-Ring, (2) Check Cap O-Ring, RV
Spring, (2) Screw, (2) Retaining washier, (2) (847) 836-8692
s B Check Seat, (2) O-Rings, RV Seat, RV O-Ring
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www.shopbackflow.com/il/training

* TESTGAUGEINC *

TEST GAUGE INC.

Aackfow Moy Fare® @ SHOPRACKFLOWC (00 0L/

CEU Registration Form 2020

Name:

IL PL# (Starts with 058 or J):

Email:

Billing Address:

City: State: Zip:

Credit Card Number:

Expiration Date: / cov:

Please CHECK which class you would like to attend:
**All classes will be from 5pm — 9pm with Dinner included**

__ BACKFLOW REPAIR COURSE 585

This course is focused on refreshing the Cross Connection Tester on testing procedures as well as hands
on repairs for approved assemblies for the state of lllinois. During this class we will be going over our NEW
mechanical wall, show you how water pressure fluctuations affect backflow assemblies, how to remedy the
situation and be able to see itin a live setting. Also new this year is the Flood Control Integrated System by
Wilkins; this system can be designed to shut off a specific water line when a backflow goes into a full dump
situation.

Thursday, January 16™ Thursday, February 27t Thursday, April 2™

O] Thursday, January 30™ O Tuesday, March 3™ O Thursday, April 16™

Thursday, February 13™ Tuesday, March 17™ Thursday, April 30®

_ NEW!! LARGE BACKFLOW REPAIR {SMALL GROUP) - Max 12 attendees per class $125 per person
Small group backflow repair class. Classes will consist of 3 individual groups working with an individual
instructor to do hands on testing, diagnosis, and repair of large backflow assemblies only. The repair class will

involve repairing of the following backflow assemblies:

4" Febco 825YD ® 3" Watts 009

£ 10

.

o 4" Ames 4000858 o 8" Ames Maxim 40/ 3" Watts 909

Tuesday, February 18" Thursday, March 26th

Thursday, March 12™

Tuesday, January 21* -

Tuesday, April 7%

Tuesday, February 4th
Ll Tuesday, April 21st

Locaton: Test Gauge, Inc. | 1051 E Main St, Unit 107 | East Dundee, IL 60118
Toll Free: (866) 836-8692 | Local: (847) 836-8690 | Email: salesgroup@testgauge.net




COLUMBIA PIPE & SUPPLY CO.
SERVICE /)/1/5 SOLUTIONS

For four decades, Columbia Pipe & Supply Co. has partnered
with Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co. and TJ Higgins Co. providing
the finest cast iron and plastic piping systems to the
lllinois and Northwest Indiana markets

CHARL'TTE Columbia Pipe serves Plumbing Professionals

PIPE AND FOUNDRY COMPANY with over 130,000 products, local
availability, delivery to your location and
many value added services.

Visit us at www.columbiapipe.com or any
of our local branches in Chicago, Rockford,
Rockdale, Decatur, East Peoria, Gurnee,
Hanover Park or Hammond, Indiana.

COLUMBIAPIPE.COM




